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ABSTRACT

Kelly-Ann Grossman
Kindergarten Curriculum
1963
Dr Stanley Urban
Leaming Diszbiiities
The purpose of this project was to develop a kindergarten curriculzm suitable for a

rural disadvantaged fiull-day kindergarten program  This was accomplished by a review of
literature including five major theories of curriculum: the enrichment curriculum, the
directed {eaching curriculum, the cegnitive emphasis curriculum, the custodial care
curriculum, and the combination curriculum. A combiration curricidum was decided on
and specific curriculums were reviewed for further comtent and design.  Curriculums from

nearby schools were reviewed and blended with the texthooks and arcas of content felt

necesgary by the school's kindergarten teachers.



MINI-ABSTRACT

Kelly-Ann Grossman
Kindergarten Curmiculum
1995
Dx. Stanley Urban
Learning Disabilities
The purpose of this project was to develop a kindergarten curnieulum suitzble for 2
rural disadvantaged full-day kindergarten program. This was accomplished by a review of

literature including five major theories of curriculum. A combination curriculum was

chosen and blended with the specific needs of the chuldren in the school district.



I. Chapter 1

II. Chapter 2

III. Chapter 3

IV. Chapter 4

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction

Need

Purpese

Yalue of the Project

Orverview

Cuarriculum Approaches
Combination Curriculum
(Genaral Statement

Review of Ressarch

Introduction
Collection of Data

Analysis of the Data

Kindergarten Readiness Unit I
Kindergarten Readiness Unit 1
Kindergarten Readiness Unit 110

Kirdergarten Readiness Unit I'V

L2

11

11

12

14

17

20

23



Kindergarten Readiness [nit 'V

Kindergzrten Readiness UTnit VI

Kindergarten Readiness Unit VII

Kindergzrten Readinass Unit VIII

Kindergarten Readiness Unit IX
V. Chapter 5

Summary

Suggestions for Further Study

V1. Bibliography

i

26

29

32

33

38

41

4]

43



Chapter 1

Introduction

This project is heing conducted in order 1o design an appropriate Kindergarten
Curriculum for a full- day kindergarten program in a poor rural K-8 district in Cape May
County. The school includes children with a variety of learning disabilities within the
regular classroom. There are many children at risk for disabilitics due to several factors
including socio-economic status, lack of pre-school experience, single-parent homes, and
parents who may be gubstance abusers, The ¢lasses receive in-class support as needed
along with in-class Basic Skills instruction and 1-2 class Ianguage lesaons per week by the
Speech/Language Specialist.

The 1990 censug information reports that the community bad 2,678 residents,
61.2% male and 38.8% female. Of these residents 56% were reported to be caucasian,
30% black, 16% hispanic onigin, and 13% of other racea  There were 684 households
reported and 514 families. 12%% of the populaticn was receiving welfare and 15% were
receiving food stamps. 22 24% of the families were iiving helow the poverty rate, Out of
the 684 households 159 were reported to contain a marmied couple with children of their

owr, 16 were reporied to coniain single fathers with their own children, and 120 were



reported to contain single mothers with their own children. It was also reported that 106
grandchildren were restding with their grandparents. The average value of homes in the
comumunity was $69,328 and monthly rent ranges from under $100 to over $500 with 54%
paying $250-$500. Finally a total of 1,228 persons aged 16 and over were reported to be
unemploved, 938 males and 290 females.

Most of the children do not attend pre-school programs and have few experiences
which tend ta enrich their language like trips to mmseums, =008, e, A growing number
of children in the community are being raised by grandparents and/or other family
members including aunts and uncles, Thiz is due in large part to parental involvement with
drugs and alcohol which i many cases leads to their being either incapable of properly

caring for their children or serving a jail term.
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A revised Kindergarten Curriculum is urgently needed for this district to deal with
the challenges of & disadvantaged population. The current curriculum has not been revised
in over 10 years and was not written with a full- day program in mind. In addition, the
population of the community has changed over the last 10 years requiring more emphasis
on pre-school skills which are not being met in the home prior to entrance into
kindergarten. The school has also brought special education students back into the regular

classroom, thereby creating an additicnal need to adjust the curriculum.



Purpose

The purpose of this study is to design a contemporary curriculum for the
kindergarten program to meet the changing demographic and social needs of this

community.

Value of the Project

Thus thesis project will help to devise an educational program that will improve the
opportunities for success in primary school for the children in this community.
Observations of the children's performance throughout the primary grades may indicate
areas of performance needing revision, The proposed curriculum will provide a baseline
of appropriate educational programming which can be revised to meet changing

educational needs.

Overview

In Chapter 2 a review of various theories of curriculum for kindergarten will be
reviewed, as well as a few curricula. Chapter 3 wilt contzin the analysis of the data.
Chapter 4 will consist of the curriculum itself. Finally, Chapter 5 will contain a summary

of the previous chapters.



Chapter 2

Curmiculum Approaches

There are five models of curricula which are to be reviewed; these inciude (1) rhe
enrichment curriculum, (2) the divected teaching curriculum, (3) the cognitive emphasis
curriculum, (4) the custodial care curriculum, and (5) the combination curriculum. The
enrichment curricalum concentrates on teaching the "whole" child by providing
opportunities for exploration and child-oriented learning. The directed teaching
curriculum utilizes the direct teaching of teacher-selected skalls, The cognitive emphasis
currigulym is designed to promoete thinking skills. The custodial care curriculum meets the
needs of working parents and concentrates on care-taking, The combination ¢urricuhrm

combines elements of all four of the above mentioned curricula (Lerner, 1987).

Combination Curdculum

The children of this elementary school have needs which cut across the four
specific carriculum approaches. Therefore, the most appropriate approach is to utilize a

combination curriculum. Since the enrtchment curriculum concerns all zspects of the



child's growth, including physical, emotional, linguistic, social, and cognitive, its
importance to the school district is evident, The direct teaching curriculum is also
important because it is both goal ariented towards the child's adaptation into society and
firure onented as it concentrates on skills the child will need in the future. The cognitive
emphasis curriculum emphasizes the development of areas such as memory,
discrirination, problem-solving ability, concept formation, verbal learning, and
comprehension, all of which are important for the children in this school. Fmally, the
custedial care curriculum which could include either an after-schoal program and/or a
brezkiast program is important since many of the children's parents are single and/or work

outside the home (Lemer, 1987).

Greneral Statement

Every aspect of the children's lives and experiences should be considered when
creating a curriculum specific to their needs. For example, in considering the population

of children at this school 1t appears that a combination curriculum would be meaningful

and appropriate.

Review of Rasearch

Research on kindergarten classes throughout the United States 18 mecongistert and
inconclusive, Attendance is mandated in a few states and the long-term effects of

mandatory attendance are unclear, The programs across the ¢ouniry vary from half-day to



full-day. It has been found that there are at least short-term benefita to fll-day proprams
for at-risk children. Two-year kindergarten programs, retention, and transitional programs
have shown no long term benefits. The entrance age for kindergarten algo has no long-
terim effects, The most effecious approach to teaching reading in kindergarten is disputed;
however, whole language/langusge experiencs approaches are favored (Karweit, 1992).

Omaha's Westside Community Schoaols have followed through with society's neesd
tor full-day kindergarten programa. A committee of early childhood professionals has
worked togeiher to gradually change their school district's ldndergarten clngses from half-
day to full-day. The committee saw the need for no more than a 20:1 student-teacher
ratio with the agsistance of a foll-time aide. The program focuses on child-centered
aciivities in their environment. A parent survey of the first class indicated an averall
suceess of the full-day prosrem, both emotionally and academically (Drew and Law,
1990).

In the Kindergarten Center, a socially and economically diverse kindergarter, m
Phoenixoille, Pemnsylvama, the whole language philosophy is used. Iowever, the
program reflects a balance of all areas of learning, The staflincludes a teacher of English
as a4 Second Language, a specch therapist, a nurse, a reading specialist, and a rhythm and
maovement teacher. The Center believes that vounger children learn beat through direct
sengory encounters with the world instead ol strict academic instruction. They utilize
cooperative learning and a handg-on approach, The stall and parents work together
taling advantage of a variety of comnmunity agencies and associations (Trezza, 1992).

The tdaha Kindergarten Curricidum Croide focuses on the process of adminisiering



the kindergarten program, human elements in the lkindergarien program, kindergarten as a
cooperative venture, facilities and basic equipment, interest and technology centers,
development of the kindergarten curriculum in health and physical edueation, language
arts, mathematics, science, and sccial studies. The gnde includes suggested units,
guidelines for equipment, materials, and room plans, sample forms, and a guide to high
quality literature for 5- and 6-year-olds appropriate for Idaho kindergartners (Luke, 1990).

When implementing a full-day kindergarten program, preparation is key.

Teachers should be properly prepared through inservice staff development and obaervation
of successful programs, Parents should be actively involved through workshops and
invitations to visit the classroom. By mid-year, the kindergarten and first-grade teachers
should collaborate to plan for the following year (Fromberg, 1992)

Kindergarten's first priority should be to deal with the nature and needs of the five-
year-old. Tt must account for widely diverse abilities, developmental levels, learmng styles
and interests. It should be the first step for a good start in school subjects and activities.

It should help the chald medically, nutritionally, and psychologically. Supporters of full-
day kindergarten differ on their concerng for pact of the day for cluld care or a full-day of
academics. It is evident, however, that education and care are inseparable. Since schools
serve their communities, the benefits for the community should aid in determining the atm
m education, In a typical half-day kindergarten program, 125 of the 150 minutes are taken
up with non-academic activities. This leaves only 25 minutes for the acquisition of new
information and skills, problem-solving, participation in group and creative activities,

development or reinforeement of concepts, and discovery or drll. The pace of a full-day



kindergarten is more comfortable for both students and teachers. It allows children to
become a "real" part of school which is not always possible in hatf-day sessions. It also
¢reates a closer collaberzation between home and school. It does not necessarily mean
more academics, but more time for the social Iearning aspects of education. By offering 2
full-day kindergarten program, schocls can create a stimulating, but not stressfil,
educational environment which will serve as a basis for future success in school (Ogens,
1990).

Due to the county's increasing number of working mothers, Marvland's
Montgomery County Council met to discuss the possibility of a full-day kindergarten
program. The council thought a full-day program taught by kindergarten teachers in the
morning and day care by aides in the afternoon would be most appropriate. Balaban
addressed the council on positive outcomes of early childhood education. She feels that
child care and education must be melded to create a "whole kindergarten” which would
utilize direct encounters with materials and events. The environment should be rich in
storybook reading and rereading, looking &t and handling books, dictating stories, and
writing with the teacher in many differeat forms including lists, labels, messages, and
memos. Young children also need time, space, and opportunity to play with the teacher,
thereby capturing the "teachable moments" {Balaban, 1590},

Due to the changing sconomic and social conditions in our society, full-day
kindergarten programs becoming more common throughout the country. Full-day
kindergarten is 2 natural cutcome of the increasing number of working mothers and the

educarional need for the preschool-aged children Teachers are dealing with groups of



children with wide developmental spans dependant on their previous group experiences.
The full-day kindergarten program provides a logical format to individualize the
curricufum for children with diverse backgrounds. In a fill-day program, the teacher is
able to get to know the children and families better, The teacher is also able to
accommedate for individual differences by expanding on the curficulum. A
developmentally appropriate curricolum 18 important for a successful program. It requires
that the activities and materials are age appropriate and take into account individual
appropriateness. The success of a full-day kindergarten is also dependent on the types of
pressures nfluencing its development. There is no evidence to suggest that the fill-day
kindergarten program is in any way detrimental to the child, and in fact, such z program
has been found to benefit the child academically, socially, and emotionally (Gullo, 1990).

The Mathematics Kindergarten Curriculure m Milhwville, New Jersey is designed to
help students develop sound mathematical judgement and mimber sense, Appropriate
math vocabulary is built into the curriculum. Problem-solving is emphasized in each of the
major skiil areas. Contimious review of previously taught skills is a major part of the
program (Harris, Merritt, Sergiacomi & Toscano, 1989).

The Science Kindergarten Cyrricylum in Millville, New Jersey 1s designed to help
students develop an awareness of scientific concepts by exploring the world around them
Concepts and skills are built on one another (Simpkins, Harris, Hurley, Tice, Kocielski,
Dutton, Fenili, D'Amhrose, Snell & Lawless, 1990),

The Integrated Kindergarten Curriculum Guide in Washington Township, New

Jersey 15 designed to integrate all areas of Kindergarten readiness into nine progressive



units of learning, The puide is designed to allow the students to discover the world
around them and how that world affects them and 15 affected by them. Curricular areas
include sodal interaction, work habits, fiiendship, cognitive and motor readingss skills,
language development, creative writing, fantasy and reality, child's personal knowledge of
self, literature appreciation, critical thinking, sequencing, wants and needs of living things,
day and night cycles, travel and transportation, use of five senses, comparison and
contrast. cause and effect, termmology content areas. knowledpe of seasons and holidays
(Upperman, Lerch, Blome & Small, 1553).

The High/Scope's Cognitively Onenied Preschool Curriculum represents an
attempt to construct a developmentally valid educational framework for children who are
functioning in whar Piager calls the "preoperational” period of development. It exercises
and challenges the capacities of the leamer that are emerging at a given developmental
stage, encourages and helps the learner to develop his or her unique pattem of interests,
talents and long-term goals, and presems the learming experience when the learner is
developmentally best zble to master, generalize and retain that which is leamed and relate

it to previous experiences and future expectanons (Holunann, Banet & Weikart, 1979).

10



Chapter 3

Introducticn

The purpose of tiug study 15 to design a Kindergarten Curniculum for a full-day

kindergarten program in a poor rural K-8 district in Cape May County.

Collection of Data

The theories and philosophies of kindergarten curriculum were researched and
specific curticulum guides were reviewed, The theories and philosophies researched
inclnded enrichment curriculum, the directed teaching curriculum, the cognitive emphasis
curricidum, the custodial care curticulum, and the combination curriculum. A
combination curmiculum was chosen as most appropriate for the children at this school
The curriculum guides reviewed included Idaho Kindergarten Curriculum Guide, Millville
Kindergarten Curriculum Guide, Washington Township Public Schools Integrated

Kindergarten Curriculum Guide, and the High/Scope Preschool Curriculum Guide.

11



Analysis of the Data

These philosophies and curriculum guides will be integrated in Chapter 4 to create
a program appropriate for the kindergarten curriculum at this schoal. A combination
curriculum was chosen because the childven have 4 variety of needs which cannot be met
through the use of a single curriculum philosophy or theory. Thess children need to be
tanpht how 10 take care of their personal health nesds such as washing their hands after
using the bathroom or blowing their noses, They also need to be taught cognitive skills
such &s alphabet recognition and how the letter sounds are used to make words, A variety
of teaching methods are also needed such as direet ingtruction and the use of

manipulatives.

12



Chaprer 4

This chapter congists of the Kindergarten Curriculum which was researched in the
previous three chapters.

13



Kinderzarten Rerdiness Unit 1

Objectives:

*To introduce and develop social interachion

*To introduce and develop proper work habits

*To develop listening skills

*To develop the abality to follow directions

*To introduce and reinfarce copnitive readiness skills
*To introduce and reinforce maotor readiness sldills
*1'o mroduce seasonal aclivities

I. Content/Skills
A.5ocial Interaction
1. Safety (personal, home, school, bus, and class).
2.5tudent responsibility
3.Student cooperation
4 Selfffanuly concepts
5 Student gelf-control
B Work Habita
1.Student properly uses materials
2.5tudent works independently, neatly, quietly, and carefiiliy
3.5tudent takes turns
C.Ligtening Skills
D Following Directions
E.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1.Leiters Aato Zz
Z.Rhyming
3 Colors
4.Shapes
5. Vocabulary
6. Numbers
T.Craphs
8 Maine
F Motor Readiness 5ldlls
1.Gross motor skills
2.Fine motor skills
. Seagonal Actrvitics

IL. Learning Activitiies
A.The following leamming activities may be used for any or all of the social
interaction, work habits, listening, and following directions skills listed:

14



1.circle time
2.show and tell
3 play time
4 drawing aciivities
5.sharing stories
G.teacher-selected activities
B.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1.Letter Aato Zz
a.ntroduce uppercase letters A to Z
b.intrroduce lowercase letters a to z
c.introduce Aa to Zz sequence orally
d.introduce Aa to Zz sequence in written form
2 Rhyming
introduce rhyming
3.Colors
a.identify colors (red, green, vellow, blus,
orangs, brown, purple, black)
b.name colors
¢.sort by colors
4 Shapes
a.identify shapes (circle, square, rectangle, triangle)
b.name shapes
c.sort shapes
5.Vocabulary
introduce 1 color word (red, green, yellow, blue, arange, brown,
purple or black)
6. Numbers
a.introduce number recognition
b.practice counting
7 Graphs
introduce use of graphs
8. Name
identify first name
C.Motor Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
participate in indoor and/or outdoor play activities
2 Fine motor skills
a.introduce right and left
b.introduce cutting, pasting, gluing, tracing, and proper writing
form of first name
c.introduce journals (drawing and/or writing)
3.Seasonal Activities
a.inreduce Columbus Day

I3



b.introduce Veteran's Day
cintroduce Autumn as a Season
¢ introduce characteristics of Autumn

IIi. Suggested Materials
A.Teacher-selected literature, materials, and activirieg
B Reading Mastery I Fast Cycle Boolss A and B
C. Gething Ready to Read - Foughton-Miftlin
I Expioring Mathematics - Seott Foresman
E.Experience paper and drawing paper
F . Scott Foresman manipulatives and classroom manipulatives
G Designated classroom areas (kitchen, block area, etc.)
H Calendar, records, games, and charts
I.Physical education equipment
T Andio-—visual equipment
K Ari supplies
L.Art, mueic, and physical education resources

IV. Student Evalpation
A.Informal teacher assessment
B .Teacher observation
C.Situdent work (worksheets, art projects, joumnals, etc )
B Student participation in class activities and discussions

16



Kindergarten Readiness Unit 1T

Objectives:
*To introduce the concept of friendship

*To introduce and reinforce sequencing

*To promote language development

*To introduce and remforce creative writng

*To introduce and reinforce cognirive readiness skills
*To reinforce motor readiness skills

*To introduce seasonal activities

I Content/Skills
A Friendship
B.Sequencing
C.Language Development
1.Student speaks in complete sentences
2 Student distingurighes between "asking" and "telling” sentences
D.Creative Writing
E.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1.Letters Aato Zz
a.Visual discrimination
b.Auditory discrimination
2 Vocahulary
a.reading book words
b.color words
3 Patterns
4 Sorting
F Motor Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
2.Fine motor skills
(5. Seasonal Activities

. Learning Activities
A Friendship
1.imtroduce the concept of friendship
2.teacher-selected activities
3 circle time
4. show and tell
5.cooperative play time

17



S.ntroduce multi-cultural activities
B Sequencing
retelling stories in sequence
C.Language Development
1.modeling carrect language patiens
2.tcacher-selected activities
3 circle time
4.show and tell
D.Creative Writing
corinue journal writing
E.Copmitive Readiness Skills
1 Letterz Ag {0 £z
areinforce Aa to Zz sequence
h.reinforce letter recopnition
c.introduce letter sounds
2. Vocabulary
a.introduce sight words
b.introduce one color word
3 Patterng
introduce and recognize parterns
4, Sorting
practics sorting by likenesses and differences
F Matar Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
participate in indoor and/or outdoor play activiries
2 Fine motor skills
a.praciice writing letters
b.practice tracing shapes
c.reproduce patiems
d_practice cutring, pasting, glyng, Wacng
e.practice proper writing form of first name
(3. 3casonal Activities
1 introduce Veteran's Dy
2 introduce Thanksgiving

. Suggested Materials
A.Teacher-seleeted literature, materials, and activities
B Reading Magstery I Fast Cycle Books A and B
(. Gerting Ready to Read - Houghton-Mifflin
1. Exploring Mathematics - Scott Foresman
E.Scott Foresman manipulatives
F Clagseoom manpulatives
(r Eperience paper, drawing paper

1%



H Designated classroom areas

I Calendar, records, pames, charts

T Phygical educanon equipment

K. AT, music, and physical education resources

IV. Student Evaluation
A Informal {eacher zssessment
B.Teacher Observation
C Student work (worksheets, art projects, jouvrnals, sic.)
D.Student participation in class activitiea and discussgions

19



Kindergartan Readiness Unit II1

Gbjectives:

*To introduce the concept of wants and needs for living things

*To familiarize students with language(terminology) of content arsas
*To develop an understanding of main ideas and details

*Tao remforce creative writing

*To introduce and remforce cognitive readiness skills

*To reinforce motor readiness skills

*To introduce seasonal activities

I. Content/Skills
A Concepts of Wants and Needs for Living Things
B.Langnage (Terminology) of Content Areas
1.more/less
2.5ets
C Main Ideas and Details
D Creaiive Writing
E.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1.Letters Aato Lz
a.Visual discrimination
b.Auditory discrimination
2. Vocabulary
a.reading book words

b.color words
3 Classifying

4. Numbers
F Motor Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
2 Fing motor skills
{ Seasonal Activities

TI. Learning Activities

A _Concepts of Wants and Needs for Living Things
1antroduce concept that all living things have wants and needs
2.student interacts with peers through cooperative play and

teacher-selected activities

B.Language (Terminology) of Content Areas
Lintraduce the use of literary terms
2.introduce the use of sclence terms
3.introduce the use of mathematical terms

20



4 introduce the terms "set", "more”, "ess"
C Main Ideas and Details
l.introduce main ideas throvgh pictures
2.introduce details through pictures
3.teacher-selected activities
4 dramatic play
5.circle time
6.sharing stories
E.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1.Letters Aato Zz
a.reinforce Aa to Zz sequence
b.reinforce letter recognition
cintroduce letter sounds
d.reinforce letter sounds
2 Vocabulary
a.introduce sight words
b.introduce ane color word
c.introduce two number words
3.Classifying
a.practice measuring (weight, length, size, etc.)
b reinforce use of graphs
c.practice grouping/sorting (with emphasis on categones and
individual units that belong in that category)
4 Numbers
a.practice rote counting 1-20
b.recognize numbers 0-5
¢.match sets 0-5
F . Motor Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
participate in indoor and/or outdoor play activities
2, Fing motor skills
a practice writing letters
b.practice writing numbers 0-3
G.Seasonal Activities
L.introduce Martin Luther King's Birthday

2antroduce Winier as a season
3.introduce the characteristics of Winter

I Sungeested Materials
A Teacher-gelected literature, materials, and activities
B Expenience paper, drawing paper
C Reading Mastery I Fast Cycle Books A and B
D.Getting Ready to Read - Houghton-Mifflin

21



E Exploring Mathematics - Scott Foresman

F Scott Foresman manipulatives

G Designated classroom areas

H.Calendar, records, games, charts, classroom manipulatives
I Physical education equipment

J Art, music, and physical education resources

IV. Student Evaluation
A Informan teacher assessment
B.Teacher observation
C.Student work (worksheets, art projects, journals, etc.)
D.Student participation in class activities and discussions

22



Kindergarten Readiness Unit TV

Objectives:

*To introduce day and might cycle

*To develop an understanding of cause and effect
*To mtroduce and reinforce sequencing events

*To reinforce creative writing

*To mtroduce and reinforce cognitive readiness skills
*To reinforce motor readiness skills

*To introduce seasonal activities

*To introduce dental heaith

I. Content/Skills
A Day and Night Cycle
B .Cause and Effact
C.Sequencing Events
D.Creative Writing
E Cognitive Readiness Skills
1. Letters Aa to Zz
a.Visual discrimination
b Auditory discrimination
2 Vocabulary
a.reading book words
b.color words
c.number words
3 Positional Terms
4 Numbers
F Motor Readiness Slalls
1.Gross motor skills
2 Fine motor skills
(G.Seasonal Activities
H.Dental Health

II. Learning Activities
A Day and Night Cycle

1.introduce sun, moon, stars
2.compare and contrast day and might activities
3 teacher-selected activities
4 dramatic play
5.sharing stories
6.circle time

23



B Cause and Effect
introduce cause and effect through pictures and literature
C.Sequencing Events
1.dramatic play
2 teacher-selected materials
3.stories
D Creative Writing
continue Journal writing
E.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1.Letters Aato Zz
a.reinforce Aa to Zz sequence
b.remforee letter recognition
¢introduce letter sounds
d.reinforce letter sounds
e.introduce use of beginning sounds
2.Yocabulary
z.introduce sight words
b.inrcduce one color word
¢.introduce two number words
3 Positional Terms
a.introduce above/below
b.introduce overfunder
4. Numbers
a.practice rote counting 1-20
b.recognize numbers 0-10
¢.mateh sets 0-10
d.introduce whole/half
F Motor Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor sidlls
participate in indoor and/or cutdoor play activities
2 Fine motor skills
praetice wihing letters
practice writing numbers 0-5
(3.Seasonal Activities
1 mtroducs Martin Luther King's Birthday
2.mtroduce Lincoln's Birthday
3.introduce Washington's Birthday
4 reinforce Winter as a season
5 reinforce the characteristics of Winter
H.Dental Health
reacher-selected activities or guest speaker/nurse

24



O Sugeested Materials
A Teacher-gelected literature, materials, and activities
B.Experience paper, drawing paper
. Reading Mastery 1 Fagt Cyele Books A and B
D.Getting Ready to Read - Houghton-Mifilin
E Exploring Mathematica - Scott Foregman
F.Scott Foresman manipulatives
(5. Desipnated classroom areas
H.<Calendar, records, games, charts
IPictionanes
I Physical education equipment
K. Art, musie, and physical education resources

IV. 5Student Evaluation
A Informal teacher assessment
B.Teacher observation
(. Student work (worksheets, art projects, joumal, etc)
BD.Student participation in class

25



Kindergarten Readiness Unit V

Objectives;

*To distinguish fantasy from reality

*To reinforce creative writing

*To intreduce and reinforce cognitive readiness gkillg
*To reinforce motor readiness skills

*To mtroduee seasonal activities

1. Content/Skills
A_Fantasy and Reality
B.Creative Writing
C.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1.Letters Aato Zz
2. Vocabulary
a.reading book words
b.color words
c.unnber words
3.0Ordinal Numbers
4. Positional Terms
5. Numbers
6.Graphs
7.Money
D.Motor Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
2 Fine motor skills
E.Seasonal Activities

II. Learnine Activities
A Fanrasy and Reality

1.teacher-selected activities
2.dramatic play
3 sharing stories
4 aircle ime
5 introduce fantasy and reality through pictures and literature
B.Creative Writing
continue journal writing
C.Cognitive Readiness Skills
I Letters Aa to Zx
a.reinforce Aa to Zz sequence
b.reinforce letter recognition
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c.introduce letter sounds
d.reinforce letter sounds
¢ reinforce use of beginning sounds
2 Vocabulary
a.introduce sight words
b.introduce one color word
¢.introduce two number words
3.0rdinal Numbers
introduce first, second, third, etc.
4 Positiopal Term
introduce frst, middle, last, berween
5. Numbers
areinforce number recoghition
b.introduce sequencing G-10
6.Graphs
reinforce use of graphs
7.Money
introduce penny, nickel, dime
D Mator Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
participate in indoor and/or cutdoor play activities
2 Fine motor skills
a.practice writing letters on lined paper
b.practice writing first name on lined paper
E Seasonal Activities
1 reinforce Winter a3 a season
2. reinforce characteristics of Winter

IIL Suggested Materials
A teacher-selected literature, materials, and activities

B Experience paper, drawing paper

C.Reading Mastery I Fast Cycle Books A and B
D.Getting Ready to Read - Houghton-Mifflin
E.Exploring Mathematics - Scott Foresman

F Classroom manipulatives

(. Pictionaries

H Designated classroom areas

I.Calendar, records, games, charts

J.Physical education equipment

K Art, music, and physical education resources
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IV, Student Evaluation
A.Informal teacher assessment
B.Teacher observation
C.Student work (worksheets, art projects, journals, atc.)
D, Student participation in class activities and discussions
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Kindergartan Readiness Uit V1

Objectives'

*To develop the sldll to compare and contrast

*To reinforce child's proper identificarion

*To reinforce creative writing

*To iniroduce and reinforce cognitive readiness skills
*To remfpree motor readiness skills

*To introduce seasonal activihes

I. Content/Skills
A Comparison and Contrast
Showing opposite relations
B.Child's Proper Identification
C. Creative Writing
D.Cognitive Readiness Skiits
1. Letters Aato Zz
a.Visual discrimination
b. Auditory discrimination
2 Vocahulary
a reading hook words
b.color words
c.number words
3.Positional Terms
4 Numbers
5. Monecy
E Motor Readiness Skillg
1.Gross motor skills
2.Fine motor skills
F.Secasonal Activities

II. Learnmyp Activiliey
A Comparison and Contrast
Showing opposite relations
a.leacher-selected activities
b dramatic play
c.circle time
d.sharing stories
eantroduce companson and contrast through literaiure and pictures
f show the difference between eity and country living
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B.Child's Proper Identification
1.reindforce child's full name
2 reinforce child's address
3.reinforce child's phone number
C.Creative Writing
continue journal writing
D.Cognitive Readiness Skillg
1.Letters Aa to Zz
a.reinforce Aa te 2z sequence
b.reinforee letter recognition
c.introduce two letter sounds
d reinforce leiter sounds
e.reinforce use of bheginning sounds
2 Vocabulary
a.mtroduce sight words
b.introduce one ¢olor words
c.introduce two number words
d.intreduce familiar signs
3.Positional Terms
introduce in/out
4 Numbers
a reinforee number recogmtion 0-10
b.practice sequencing 0-10
C.practice rote counting 1-50
5. Money
introduce quarter
E Motor Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor gkills
participate in indoor and/or outdoor play agtivities
2.Fine motor skills
a.practice writing letters on lined paper
b.prachee writing first name on lined paper
F Seasonal Activities
l.introduce Spring as a season
2.introduce characteristics of Spring
3.1ntraduce Lincoln's Birthday
4 introduce Washington's Birthday

ITL. Suggested Materials
A Teacher-selected litergture, matenals, and activities
B Experience paper, drawing paper
C Reading Mastery I Fast Cycle Books A and B
D.Getting Ready to Read - Houghton-Mifflin
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E Exploring Mathematics - Scott Foresman
F.Scott Foresman manipulatives

G Classroom manipulatives

H.Designated classroom areas

1 Calendar, records, games, charts

J Physical education equipment

K. Audio-visual equipment

L Art, music, and physical education resources

IV, Student Evaluaiion
A Informal teacher assessment
B Teacher obgervation
C.5tudent work (worlesheets, art projects, journals, etc.)
D. Student participation in class activities and discussions
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Kinderearten Readiness Unit VIT

Objectives;

*To develop an appreciation of literature

*To understend the concept of reading for pleasure
*To reinforce creative writing

*To introduce and reinforce cognitive readiness skills
*To reinforce motor readiness skills

*To itroduce seasonal activities

I. Content/Slkills
A Literature Appreciation
B Reading for Pleasure
C.Creative Writing
D.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1 Letters Aato Zz
a.Visual discimination
b.Auditory discrimination
2. Vocabulary
a.reading book words
b.color words
c.number words
3 Numbers
4 Money
5. Addition
6.Graphs
E Motor Readiness Slalls
1.Gross maotor skills
2.Fine motor skills
F . Seasonal Activities

TI. Learning Activities

A Literature Appreciation
1.teacher-selected activities
2 students share and discuss favorite stories
3 circle tme
4.creating stories

B Reading for Plezsure
1 teacher-selected materials
Z.students share and discuss favorite stories
3 .circle time
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4. creating stories
C.Creative Writing
continue journal writing
D.Cogmtive Readiness Skills
1.Letters Aato Zz
areinforce Aa to Zz sequence
b.reinforce letter recognition
c.introduce two letier sounds
d.reinforce letter sounds
e.reinforce use of beginning sounds
2.Vocabulary
a.antroduce sight words
h intraduce one color word
c.introduce twe nimber words
3 Numbers
a.reinforce number recognition 0-10
b.practice sequencing 0-10
4 Money
reinforce money
5.Addition
a.introduce the concept of addition
b.practice problem solving
6.Graphs
reinforce the use of graphs
E Motor Readiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
participate in indoor and/or outdoor play activities
2.Fme motor skills
a practice wiiting on lined paper
h.practice writing firgt namea on lined paper
F.Seasonal Activities
1.reimforce Spring as a season
2 reinforce characteristics of Spring
3.utroduce Arbor Day

III. Suggested Materials
A.Teacher-selected literature, materials, and activities
B Experience papar, drawing paper
C Reading Mastery I Fast Cycle Books A and B
D.Getting Ready to Read - Houghton-Mifflin
E.Exploring Mathematics - Scott Foresman
F Seott Foresman manipulatives
G.Classroom manipulatives

33



H.Designated classroom areas

I.Calendar, records, games, charts

J.Physical education equipment

K. Audio-visual equipment

L.Art, music, and physical education regources

IV. Student Evalnation
A Informal teacher assessment
B.Teacher observation
C.Student work (worksheet, art projects, journals, etc.)
D.Student participation in class activities and discussions
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Kindercarten Readiness Unit VIIT

Objectives:

*To develop the use of critical thinking skills

*To reinforce creative wiiting

¥*To introduce and reinforee cognitive readiness skills
*To reinforce motor readiness skills

*To introduce seasonal activities

L Content/Skills
A.Critical Thinking Sldlls
1. Imagery
2.Inferences
3. Predicting
B.Creative Writing
C Cognitive Readiness Skills
1.Letters Aato 7z
a.Visual discrimination
b.Auditory discrimination
2. Vocabulary
a reading book words
b.color words
c.number words
3. Numbers
4. Subiracton
5.Rhyming
D Motor Readiness Skills
1.CGross motor skills
2 Fine motor skills
E.Seasonal Activities

IT. Learming Activities
A Critical Thinking Skills
1.teacher-selected activities

Z.reading or telling stories without visual aids

3.circle time

4. creating stonies

5.use predictable books

6.use high-level questioning techmques
B.Crezative Writing

continue journal writing
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C.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1. Letters Aa to Zz
areinforce Aa to Zz sequence
b reinforee letier recognition
c.introduce two letter sounds
d.reinforce letter sounds
¢.reinforce use of beginning sounds
2 Vocabulary
a.introduce sighr words
b.introduce one color word
¢.introduce two number words
3 Numbers
a reinforee number recognition 0-10
b.practice sequencing (-10
c.practice rote counting 1-100
4. Subtraction
a.introduce the concept of subtraction
b.practice problem solving
5 Rhyming
match rhyming pictures
D Motor Readiness Slills
1.Gross motor skills
participate in indoor and/or ouidoor play activities
2 Fine motor skilis
a.practice writing on lined paper
b.practice writing first name on lined paper
E Seaszonal Activities
l.remtorce Spring as 2 season
2 remforee charactenstics of Spring

ITI. Suggested Materials
A.Teacher-selected literature, materials, and activities
B.Bxperience paper, drawing paper
C.Reading Mastery I Fast Cycle Books A and B
D.Getting Ready to Read - Houghton-Mifflin
E.Exploring Mathematics - Scott Foresman
F .Scott Feresman manipulatives
Cr, Clagsroom manipylatives
H Designated classraom areas
I.Calendar, records, games, charts
I Physical education equipment
K. Aundio-visual equipment
L. Art, music, end physical education resources
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IV. Student Evaluation
A Informal teacher assessment
B.Teacher observation
C.Student work (worksheets, art projects, journals, etc.)
D2 Student participation m ¢lass activities and discussions
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Kindersarten Readingss Unit TX

Objectives:

*To develop an awarenesg ofF the importance of wriling
*To introduce the concept of travel and rrangportation
*Ta develop the use of more detailed language skills
*To develop an awareness of the five senses

*To reinforce creative writing

*To introduce and reinforce coghitive readiness skalls
*To reinforce motor readiness skills

+*To introduce seasonal activities

1. Content/Skills
A Importance of Writing
B.Travel and Transportation
C.Language Skills
1.naming words
2.action words
3 .describing words
D Five Senses
E.Cognitive Readiness Skills
1 Letters Aato Zz
a. Visual discrimination
b Anditory diserimination
2. Numbers
3.Graphs
4. Addition/Subtraction
5 Time
F.Motor Readiness Skiiis
1.Gross motor skills
2.Fine moior skills
{7.5casonal Activiiies

II. Learnimng Activities

A Importance of Writing
1.teacher-selected activities
2.cicle time
3 sharing stories
4.continue journal writing

B Travel and Transportation
1 introduce students to the concepr of travel

38



2.infroduce a vanety of transportation modes
C.Language Skills
l.introduce naming wards
2.introduce action words
3. amroduce describine words
I} Five Senses
Limtroduce the concept of five senses
2.practice use of the five senses orally or in wriring
E. Copnitive Readiness Skills
1.Letters Aa to 2z
a.reinforee Az 1o Zz sequence
b rainforee letter recogmition
c.introduce letter sounds
d.remnforce letter sounds

g.Ieview use of beginning sounds
2z Numbers
a.reinforce number recognition 0-10
b.practice sequencing 0-10
. praciice rote counting 1-100
3 Giraphs
reinforee the use of praphs
4. Addition/Subtraction
areview the concepts of addition and subtraction
b.practice problem solving
5. T
introduce the concept of time
F.Maotor Rerdiness Skills
1.Gross motor skills
participate in indoor and/or outdoar play activities
2 Fine motor skills
& practice writing on lined paper
h.practice writing first name on lined paper
(r. Seasonal Activities
l.iniroduce Arbor Day
2.antroduce Flag Diay
3 introduce the concept of Summer
4.introduce characteristics of Surmmer

. Sugzested Maierials
A Teacher-selected literatire, materiala, snd activities

B.Experience paper, drawing paper
C.PReading Mastery I Fast Cycle Books A and B
D .Getting Peady to Read - Houghion-Mifflin
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E Explorning Mathematics - Scott Foresman
F.Scott Foresman manipulatives

G.Classroom manipulatives

H.Designated classroom areas

I Calendar, records, games, charts

I Physical education equipment

K. Audio-visual equipment

L. Art, music, and physical education resources

IV. Student Evaluation
A.Informal teacher assessment
B.Teacher observation
C.5tudent work (worksheets, art projects, journals, etc.)
B Student partcipation in clase activides and discussions
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Chapier 3

Summary

Several kindergarten curmcula have been researched and reviewed in order to
ascertain the most appropriate curriculum for a full-day program in a small, poor, rural
sehool digtries, Curriculs from specific schoel districts as well as components deemed
important in other schools were reviewed. These curniciia and components greatly
influenced the development of thus kandergarten cumiccium, which utilizes the theory of a

combination curnculum.

Suggestions for Furher Stady

This curriculum will be given to the Curmiculum Coordinatar in this school district.
Since the district is in the process of Te-witting their curriculum, it is expected that this
curricalun or components of it will uged in the new curneulum.

Obviously, things sometimes look wonderfiil on paper, but tend to be less
successiul when implemented. Therefore, if further research were to be done, it is
suggestad that zctual observations of the kindergarten curricula be conducted.

11 ig also suppested that teachars consider the specilic make-up of their class when
implementing the curmiculum. Different classes progress at diffarent rares and therefore,
1¢ dmeling was put on the units in this curriculum. It should be noted, howsever, that the
first uwnit will most likety take longer because the teacher and the studenis are spending »

zood deal of time petiing to know each other as well as understanding sach other's
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expeciations.
Thig corrieulum showdd be carafully considerad and mnplemented as this frst vear

lavs the groundwork for future enjoyment and success in school.
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